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President’s Message
Greg Smith

This is America

Don’t tell me | can’t have something. If | have the means to pay for it and | want it, then | get it.
Why? Because this is America, as Americans we always get what we want. So don’t tell me | can’t
have a new truck. Don’t tell me | can’t have dinner at my favorite restaurant. Don’t tell me | can’t
have electricity, jet fuel, herbicides, or health care. This is America, and if there is a demand for a
product, and someone can make some money by supplying it, then the product or service will be
delivered. This is capitalism. This is freedom. This is America.

So, as a business owner and a consumer | have never had to swallow the reality that, regardless
of price, | am being denied products and services. It is not going down easy. How did we get
here? Sure, we can say “it’s the supply chain” or “a truck driver shortage”. But | think that is an
easy cop out, and something more is going on in America: we are addicted to cheap shit. The
continued push for lower costs have created an economy that has pushed more and more
suppliers out of business, in turn industries have consolidated to fewer suppliers that are
producing massive volumes with low prices. Some of the consolidation is within the U.S. but
much of it has pushed products to be produced in foreign countries. So we tend to believe that it
is the supply chain that has broken a link when we can’t get herbicides because there are no caps
available for the chemical jugs. When it may be that we have pushed the cap industry to a single
producer in a foreign land.

So what does this mean to the applicator business? | believe
the supply of products will get worse before it gets better. Costs
for inputs will increase, some permanently. But in the long run
some ambitious individuals will fill the demands that have been
created from the current international shake up. That’s the
beauty of the capitalistic economy that we live in. How do | know
this? Because, this is America.

LOOK
INSIDE! |
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AMAA Conference—January 24-25, 2022—Great Falls, Montana

= Yeah, we get to meet face to face once again! If you feel more comfortable distanc-
ing and wearing a mask, that’s OK, too.

= Due to small but annual increases in the cost of the PAASS program and, due to the
rising cost of food, the convention registration price has increased to $285.
Membership rates remain the same. Registrations forms are on pages 6 and 7.

= The schedule has not been solidified enough to include it here but I'll email it out as
soon as I finalize speakers and times.

= If you plan to arrive Sunday evening, please join us for a no-host dinner. The venue
and time will be emailed in early January.

= For the PAASS program, audience responses will be utilized via your smartphone,
tablet or laptop. Please make sure you have access to one of these devices.

= PAASS attendance will be recorded using NAAA’s Membership software interface
which will be provided at the end of the PAASS program. Assistance will be availa-
ble!

= Make your reservation at the Heritage Inn today by calling 406-761-1900. Room
rates are $93 + tax. The AMAA'’s block of rooms is available until early January.

Employment Opportunity

Are you looking for a new avenue to support the aeri-
al application industry? Do you like flexible hours and
a little extra spending money? After almost 18 years
(wow!) as Executive Director, | would like to take a
step back from these responsibilities. While I'll still be
working in and supporting the industry, it’s time for a
fresh perspective and look for the “face” of the AMAA.
If you or someone you know would like to start
transitioning to this position, please contact me, Colleen, at 406-781-6461. Thank you!

Upcoming Events

NAAA Ag Aviation Expo
December 6-9, 2021 - Savannah, GA
(Note Change of Venue)

AMARA Convention
January 24-25, 2022—Great Falls, MT

Dana Ness

MT AERONAUTICS—March 3-5, .
2022—Missoula, MT Liberty Place

PO Box 446
Whitehall, MT 59759
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Greg Smith
c/o Colleen Campbell .
1891 23rd Lane Dutton, MT 69433 [bbAtiaa N
Skyline Aviation

410 Skyline Drive
Lewistown, MT 59457

Phone: 406-781-6461
E-mail: eccampbell@yahoo.com 406.350.0251

gsmith@skylineav.com

Wacey Cathey

Vice President

Black Gulch Aviation
33627 Marion Lane
Polson, MT 59860
406.671.3646
catheyflyin@gmail.com

Nathan Simonson
Secretary/Treasurer
Black Mountain Aviation
PO Box 177

McAllister, MT 59740
406-431-5882

blackmountainaviation@gmail.com

Darrin Pluhar

Plu’s Flying Service INC
PO Box 133

Ekalaka MT 59324
406.853.0039
pluflyinc@mcn.net

Thank you, Boyd Morgan! Boyd is donating the
proceeds of a Grumman-Schweizer G-164A Ag-Cat to
NAAREF.
N48468 will be
auctioned off
during the
NAAA
Conventionin
Savannah on
December 7.

\

Dave Bright

Taylor Aviation, INC
PO Box 10006
Kalispell MT 59904
406.250.8953
brightat602@gmail.com

Mike Campbell
Campbell Aviation INC
1891 23 LN NE
Dutton MT 59433
406.463.2268
eccampbell@yahoo.com

Patrick Stromberg
NAAA Representative
Clear Skies Aviation, INC
112 Marhya RD

Reserve MT 59258
701.330.0292

patrickstromberg@hotmail.com

James Baguely

Allied Representative

Corteva AgriSciences

704 Park Ave.

Whitefish, MT 59937
406.407.0827
james.allan.baguely@corteva.com

John Semple, Lobbyist
JHS, INC

PO Box 4667

Helena, MT 59604
406-431-1777
john@jhsincorporated.com

J
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Fall 2021 NAAA Update
By
Patrick Stromberg

As fall slowly finds its way into the country after a very warm and dry summer, | hope everybody is
winding down nicely and getting some much needed free time. | just returned from Fort Worth, TX
after attending the NAAA board meetings. | have to say, Texas and Montana would make great neigh-
bors. People are very friendly, and they take their BBQ seriously. The 2024 NAAA convention will be
held in Fort Worth and | highly recommend making the trip down there as the downtown area is very
nice with plenty of restaurants and activities within walking distance of the convention center.

Ill try and keep this update reasonably short in spite of the fact that as always, there is plenty to talk
about in terms of what the NAAA is working on. | don’t know how many of you deal with paraquat ap-
plication, but NAAA fought long and hard to keep the aerial label for it, and was successful in doing so.
However, there are restrictions. Unless you are doing cotton defoliation, the daily limit for aerial appli-
cation is 350 acres. Unfortunately, for operators in my neck of the woods who do a lot of lentil desic-
cation, this will be a significant hinderance. Chlorpyriphos otherwise known as Lorsban, no longer has
an aerial label except in special cases where it is under review for certain public health uses.

In the past | have talked extensively about drones or UAS systems and the concerns that operators
and the NAAA have about their use in aerial application and there have been a few developments. The
FAA has stated that they will not promote the use of ADSB traffic avoidance technology in drones, at
least those under 55 pounds, as it could overload the ADSB system ATC uses for traffic management.
This means that UAS manufactures will have to come up with other forms of see and avoid technolo-
gy. The good news is that as these drones are going out and getting put to use for aerial spraying, the
overwhelming conclusion is that the efficiency and efficacy of these units is rather disappointing. We
heard from a few operators that know of growers that either hired companies to spray with them, or
tried using drones themselves and the results were dismal. It takes significantly more manpower to
keep the drones working and loaded than a typical aircraft, and the spray pattern the UAS’s put out is
also quite sad. There is certainly uses for drones, but for efficient spraying in production agriculture it
seems they are just not effective enough for commercial viability at the moment.

Tower markings are now and have been a big issue for aerial applicators and NAAA continues to work
with legislators and companies erecting towers to find a reasonable solution to mark them in a matter
that will improve the safety of low flying aircraft. NAAA had hoped to get some language in an infra-
structure bill to require tower markings, however given the policies of the current administration, it
will likely have to wait until the next congress to get anything meaningful accomplished. This empha-
sizes the point that as applicators, we can approach our local planning and zoning commissions to
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promote the marking requirements on a county by county level. On the same subject, a few power
companies now have shape files of all the transmissions lines in their service area that can be down-
loaded and used on GPS systems to identify those hazards. Some power companies have even gone a
step further and offered to put wire markers on their lines for no cost if the markers are provided to
them. The NAAA is going to meet with one manufacturer of low-cost wire markers at the convention
in Savannah to see what the best avenue to get these markers in the hands of applicators or local
governments might be.

Recently there has been another push by environmental groups to ban the use of leaded aviation
fuels. A few of the big oil companies had tried to come up with an unleaded solution and were unsuc-
cessful for a number of reasons, however GAMI (General Aviation Modifications, Inc) has developed
what they call G100UL, an unleaded 100 octane direct replacement for 100LL that is now STC’d for
several engines and aircraft. They continue to acquire STC’s for additional aircraft and engines, how-
ever it’s not known how long it will take to get STC’s for ag aircraft, especially the less common piston
powered models such as Agwagons and Pawnees. While I’'m on the subject of fuel, many operators
around the country found it difficult or impossible to get Jet A fuel during the season. This was in part
because of the lack of drivers for the trucks, and also the priority given to firefighting aircraft and the
airlines. The NAAA is looking into ways to get priority given to aerial applicators. As we all know, peo-
ple still have to eat and if ag aircraft can’t operate, that could have direct consequences on the food

supply.

If you happen to have an AgCat with a Garrett TPE-331 engine installed, there is an airworthiness
concern about that specific installation in regard to the linkage to the fuel controller or prop gover-
nor. Apparently, it can come loose and cause loss of control of the engine or prop functions. For fur-
ther information you can contact Bruce Hubler at TAE Aerospace in Idaho and he can explain it in
great detail.

That’s a very brief summary of the highlights of the last board of directors meeting, there is far more
going on than what | have discussed but if you are an NAAA member you can read more in the maga-
zine and the newsletter that is emailed out. Happy fall everyone and | look forward to seeing all of
you in person again in January.
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Membership and Convention Registration

ASSOCIATION OF MONTANA AERIAL APPLICATORS
Annual Convention and Trade Show

Monday and Tuesday, January 24-25, 2022

Name Company

Address City State Zip
Phone Email

____YES, | would like a 2022 AMAA Operator Membership @ $200.00 S
_____YES, | would like a 2022 AMAA Pilot Membership @ S 95.00 S
_____YES, I would like a 2022 AMAA Associate Membership @ $ 75.00 S
_____YES, | would like a 2022 AMAA Retired Membership @ $ 25.00 S
______YES, | will be attending the Conference @ $285.00 S
____YES, I would like a Non-Member Convention Registration @ $485.00 S
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED S

Please make checks payable to AMAA.

Please return registration forms to Colleen Campbell by:
January 14, 2022

Mail checks to:
AMAA
1891 23" Lane NE
Dutton, MT 59433

If you prefer, you can call me with your credit card information (a small surcharge will apply)
or | can provide you with instructions for an electronic transfer of funds.

- /
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Exhibition Space Request Form
ASSOCIATION OF MONTANA AERIAL APPLICATORS
Annual Convention and Trade Show
Heritage Inn — Great Falls, Montana
Monday and Tuesday, January 24 - 25, 2022

Company
Address City State Zip
Phone Email

Company Representatives Attending (Registration includes two.)
(Please Print Names. For each additional rep, over two, please add $20 per lunch and $50 per banquet ticket.)

YES, please reserve booth space for our company @ $250.00 S
YES, we will have more than two representatives. Additional meals: __ $
YES, please reserve a 15-minute presentation slot for our company

YES, our company would also like to be a convention sponsor in the
amount of § . $

NO, we do not wish to exhibit, but would like to be listed as a sponsor
of the convention. Our check in the amount of $ is enclosed S

YES, | would like an allied membership @ $160.00 S
*** Door Prizes are also gladly accepted!

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED S
Please make checks payable to AMAA.

Exhibitor applications and payment must be received by December 31, 2021

Mail checks to:
\ AMAA 1891 23 Lane NE Dutton, MT 59433 /
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MEMBER
Stacy Bellamy
Doug Bouma
Sid Brandon
James Briden
Dave Bright
Rich Broberg
Mike Campbell
Glen Carlson
Wacey Cathey
Gabriel Chandler
Bruce Downs
Justin Ferguson
Russell Ferguson
Cody Folkvord
Bill Galt
Bill Harris
Dave Harris
John Hebbleman
Andrew Heppe
Sam Hoffman
Mike Ley
Roger Lincoln
Matt Lutz
Mark Mamuzich
Boyd Morgan
Dana Ness
Darrin Pluhar
Monte Reder
Ron Rowland
Jim Schaak
Kelly Schindler
Jim Schwartz
John Semple
Nathan Simonson
Greg Smith
Robert Sneberger
Scott Snider
Patrick Stromberg
Andy Taylor
Guy Terrill
Isaac Zimmerman

-
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EMAIL
sb6545@aol.com
dandkag@3rivers.net
skb@northerntel.net
jbriden@itstriangle.com
brightat602@gmail.com
cbroberg@mchsi.com
eccampbell@yahoo.com
carlsonfarms@hotmail.com
catheyflyin@gmail.com
Gabriel@yellowstoneair.net
sunny@midrivers.com
yas@itstriangle.net
russferguson@hotmail.com
headwatersfs@gmail.com
bill@galtranch.com
harrisbill50@gmail.com
djharris@midrivers.com
jhfly455d@hotmail.com
a_heppe@hotmail.com
hoffmanaviation7@gmail.com
ley.classic@gmail.com
rmbalinc@ttc-cmc.net
lutzmatt@rocketmail.com
minutemanaerial@yahoo.com
bmorgan_mt@yahoo.com

pluflyinc@mcn.net
mireder18@gmail.com
rowlandranchco@yahoo.com
jdschaak@hotmail.com
k_schindler@yahoo.com
bigskyjames1@gmail.com
john@jhsincorporated.com
blackmountainavition@gmail.com
gsmith@skylineav.com
sneberger@hotmail.com
sesaviation@hotmail.com
patrickstromberg@hotmail.com
taylorav@mtintouch.net
hubcap@bresnan.net
IRZ1080P@gmail.com

PHONE
406-570-6325
406-590-1266
406-336-2110
406-759-5431
406-250-8953
507-993-2250
406-788-5229
406-765-7655
406-671-3646
406-932-4389
406-584-7462
406-932-4389
406-222-6504
406-439-4179
406-547-2107
406-485-3672
406-485-3672
406-357-4233
406-546-2471
406-580-0916
406-788-3022
406-355-4943
406-350-0498
406-728-9363
406-388-4497
406-759-5191
406-232-6853
406-232-6048
406-737-4501
406-860-9992
406-679-0688
406-399-6899
406-443-7487
406-431-5882
406-350-0251
406-239-8377
406-249-0285
701-330-0292
406-622-5682
406-683-5084
701-471-4253

€njoy some down time this fall and winter!







