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I would like to begin by saying thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve 
as your president.  Darrin Pluhar did a great job and will be a tough act to follow. 

Here is an update on Operation Safe for 2012.  It will be held in Lewistown April 
10-12.  Scott Bretthauer, who spoke during the convention last month and 
helped with the 2011 Operation Safe, will be returning to Montana to give us 
hands-on help as will the University of Idaho crew.  We have reserved a block of 
rooms at the Super 8.  Please call 406-538-2581 to reserve your room.  We plan 
to have local school students visit and plan to show them the benefits of aerial 
application, production agriculture and the value of what we are trying to ac-
complish with pattern testing our aircraft.  During the spray check, we will have 
a board meeting to discuss follow up of our convention, work on this year’s 
budget, discuss current hot topics prevalent to our field, and begin planning the 
2013 convention. 

One current hot topic is that the Montana Airport Managers are trying to write 
up a contract for ag operators who work off the local airports.  Colleen has 
emailed a version of this lease agreement in its draft form.  I plan to attend a 
meeting scheduled for March 2nd in Bozeman during the MT Aviation Conven-
tion.  Feedback from you prior to the meeting is appreciated. 

I am very impressed (as I know you are) with the caliber of men and women 
serving in NAAA.  As we learned from our meeting, NPDES applies to chemicals 
labeled for use over water.  Common sense tells me that they will push for all 
chemical applied, whether over water or terrestrial.  I can’t stress enough the 
importance of joining NAAA.  They are strong in fighting for us.   

The organic thing is a total waste of good farmland as far as I’m concerned.  Why 
grow 20 bushel wheat when you can grow 70 bushel wheat?  All it’s for is the 
wealthy.  As our world population reaches 7 billion people, is it good steward-
ship to grow less per acre?  Strong words, but we need to have people open 
their eyes. 

Continued on page 2 

“A superior pilot uses 
his superior judgment to 
avoid situations which 
require the use of his 
superior skills.”  

Frank Borman, Apollo 8 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
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Darrin talked with Janet Kirkland regarding the new aerial applicator test the Department of Agriculture is 
implementing.  She is tentatively planning a study session, with the test to immediately follow, during our 
2013 convention.  I’ll keep you posted on this development. 

I’ll close now, but I just want to say thanks to everyone in our group, whether members or vendors.  I’ve 
known most of you for 20 years or more and call you friends.  Have a safe and prosperous year. 

Mike Campbell, AMAA President   

2012 Operation Safe Spray Clinic 

The Operation Safe Spray Clinic dates have 

been changed since the last newsletter though 

the correct dates were given during the conven-

tion. The correct dates are April 10-12th in 

Lewistown, MT.  Invoices will be mailed soon 

to those who have pre-registered for the fly-in.  

The cost for members is $200.00; for non-

members it is $380.00.  Scott Bretthauer will 

once again be on hand to help us analyze our 

spray patterns and to present findings from his 

research.  We are grateful to him for sharing 

his expertise.  Bobetta Newton is trying to ar-

range for some of the students at the Lewis-

town school to come to the airport for a tour 

and to learn more about the aerial application 

profession.  Several of our vendors will be on 

hand to show their support—thank you!   

Hopefully the weather will be perfect (for 

once) and all who have signed up can take ad-

vantage of the 2012 Operation Safe Fly-In.  See 

you in April! 

USDA-APHIS and Grasshoppers 

Joe Merenz did not get a chance to speak dur-

ing the convention but he did leave informa-

tion with Colleen regarding grasshopper hot 

spots for 2012.  These all fall in central Mon-

tana.  If you are interested in this material, 

please contact Colleen for copies.  She also has 

the fingerprint cards, which need to be filed 

each year, in order to be awarded a govern-

ment contract with the USDA-APHIS.   

 

Spring Board Meeting 

The AMAA Board of Directors spring board 

meeting will be held during the Operation 

Safe Spray Clinic in Lewistown.  It will be on 

Tuesday or Wednesday, depending on the 

weather and the viability of running planes 

over the string.  If you have items for the 

agenda, please contact Mike Campbell.   



Page 3 

                                              AMAA 

Mike Campbell 
President 
Campbell Aviation INC 
1891 23rd LN NE 
Dutton MT 59433 
463.2268 
eccampbell@yahoo.com 
 
Russell Ferguson 
Vice-President 
Yellowstone Air Service 
82 Airport RD 
Livingston MT 59047-9100 
222.6504 
russferguson@hotmail.com 
 
Paul Newby 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Agwagons 
411 Mountain View DR 
Bozeman MT 59718-8784 
586.2804 
agwinc@littleappletech.com 
 
Darrin Pluhar  
Past President 
Plu’s Flying Service INC 
PO Box 998 
Miles City MT 59301 
232.6853 
pluflyinc@mcn.net 
 
Bruce Downs 
Downs Farm INC 
PO Box 131 
Lindsay MT 59339 
584.7462 
sunny@midrivers.com 

Justin Ferguson 
Yellowstone Air Service 
PO Box 666 
Big Timber MT 59011 
932.4389 
yas@mtintouch.com 
 
 
Cody Folkvord 
Agwagons 
PO Box 951 
Three Forks MT 59752 
439.4179 
headwatersfs@gmail.com 
 
 
Dana Ness 
Ag Air, INC 
PO Box 670 
Chester MT 59540 
355.4257 
dness@itstriangle.com 
 
 
Don Newton 
Newton Ag, INC 
410 Skyline Drive 
Lewistown MT 59457 
538.8150 
newton@lewistownairport.com 
 
 
Kendall Johnson 
Nemont Weedbusters 
7050 MT HWY 25 
Wolf Point MT 59201 
653.59201 
weeds@nemont.net 

2012 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
NOTEWORTHY ITEMS   

 MATE:  AMAA had a good pres-

ence at the MATE where our booth 

looked good and drew a fair amount 

of attention.  We gave away a lot of 

information, almost all the toy air-

planes and had a few organizations 

sign up for visits.  Thank you to Rus-

sell Ferguson, Kelly Schindler and 

Bruce Downs for stopping by and 

helping man the booth for a few 

hours.  I especially appreciated Paul 

and Pat Newby, who helped set up 

the booth. Paul brought his com-

puter, projector and screen to use 

for showing the “One Hungry 

Planet” video.  Thanks also to Dana 

Ness for helping set up and tear 

down the booth, as well as helping 

to give out information during the 

show.  We got a lot of positive feed-

back and have a good thing going by 

attending this trade show, which I 

believe we should continue.  

Thanks, again, to everyone for all 

the help!                               Darrin 

   

 Billboards:  The AMAA billboards 

continue to be successfully displayed 

across the state of Montana.  For 

2012, they will be placed in the Flat-

head Valley and near Butte. 
Colleen Campbell, Executive Secretary                
1891 23rd Lane NE, Dutton, MT 59433 
 463.2268 eccampbell@yahoo.com 
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PAST PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

The Association of Montana Aerial Applicators held its annual convention last month where we, as a board, 

were pleased with the turnout and I believe had a record number of vendors.  Both days were filled with infor-

mative speakers and messages covering many important issues that should help attendees make their operations 

safer, more efficient and productive.  For everyone that attended, thank you!  A special “thank you” also goes 

out to all of the vendors who generously support our annual meeting in many ways such as having a booth as 

well as sponsoring breaks, door prizes, meals or hospitality hours.  Their contributions are what make the whole 

event possible, so please express your appreciation towards them next time you have a chance.  I, personally, 

want to thank Colleen for all the hard work and effort she puts in on behalf of the AMAA to make sure all the 

details are taken care of and  everything comes off without a hitch; many of which go unnoticed because certain 

items such as nametags and programs are always available and looking very professional. 

AMAA was honored to have Andrew Moore, Executive Director for the National Agricultural Aviation Associa-
tion, as our guest.  At the annual meeting, Andrew gave us an overview of the important issues and battles hap-
pening on Capitol Hill that could affect our industry in the future.   As keynote speaker for the banquet, An-
drew gave us a good picture of our industry chronologically on the basis of our past, present and future impor-
tance as an industry. 

Our PAASS presenters this year were Leif Isaacson and Scott Bretthauer.  Leif operates Desert Air Ag out of 

Terreton, Idaho and is also the NAAA Vice-President for 2012.  Scott is an extension specialist with the Univer-

sity of Illinois who has done extensive research with aerial application technology.   They both did an out-

standing job of presenting a difficult subject on forming an emergency response plan that covers many different 

areas such as dealing with the tragedy of fatal accidents. 

Scott Bretthauer also gave a presentation on some of the current research being done with spray pattern analysis 

concerning droplet size/spectrum in regards to improving the quality of coverage and effectiveness of various 

applications.  

In addition, the FAA made a presentation concerning stall/spin awareness, operating specs for Part 137 and 
safety issues.  Kevin Britten of AgriSmart presented Flight Plan Online designed specifically for aerial applica-
tion operations which aids in the organization, management, and distribution of work orders safely.  Doug Syl-
ling of Gaelectric, which constructs and maintains MET towers, spoke about what they are doing to minimize 
the hazardous effects of their towers towards all low flying aircraft.  

Christine Weaver of the Department of Environmental Quality gave an update on how Montana’s version of 

the NPDES special permit will look and who it will affect. Linda Johns, with the Department of Ag spoke on 

the “Drift Watch Website” they are trying to build that will potentially have information listed on maps show-

ing known alert areas such as organic and sensitive crops or bee hives.  Janet Kirkland (MT Dept. of Ag) also 

talked about the process out licensing out-of-state pilots and reciprocity issues.   
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 Sam Thompson of Tulsa Aircraft Engines led a discussion and answered questions concerning radial engine 

operation and maintenance, which always generates a lot of crowd participation. 

AMAA will host another Operation SAFE pattern check this Spring on April 10 – 12 in Lewistown and Scott 
Bretthauer will again serve as our analyst.   

In closing, I’d just like to say that it has been  a privilege to serve as president for the last two years.  I felt all 

along that it was just my turn to drive our bus and took very serious the responsibility to keep the momentum 

going that has grown over the 20 years since AMAA came to be.  I relied heavily on the rest of the board mem-

bers, as well as Colleen, to give me directions in order to keep our path on the straight and narrow, so we could 

proceed further down the road towards our goal of always trying to improve the quality of information and rep-

resentation that AMAA offers to our members.  If you like what you see, encourage others to join AMAA and 

support our cause.  If you have an idea or problem, contact a board member and express your opinions. But 

also, be willing to help out by serving on the board, as we always are looking for fresh faces and ideas.   

Bottom line:  Be proud of the fact that you are part of the AMAA which represents true Professional Aerial Ap-

plicators of Montana! 

Fly Safe! 

Darrin 

 

 

 

NAAA REPORT FOR AMAA 

By Dana Ness 

The NAAA Spring board meeting was held February 10th, & 11th, in Washington D.C.  This 
year’s speaker for the Ag Av PAC Breakfast was U.S. Senator John Boozeman (R-AR), who talked 
about how important agriculture is not only to his home state of Arkansas, but also the U.S.  Senator 
Boozeman knows how important Agricultural Aviation is with a large number of Applicators as his 
constituents.  Senator Boozeman serves on the Senate committees on Agricultural, Nutrition, & For-
estry, as well as Environmental, & Public Works.  Senator Boozeman brings a common sense ap-
proach to the Senate; this is a quality that is somewhat lacking in the current political climate. 

(Continued on page  6) 
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(NAAA Report Continued from page 5) 

  

The committee meetings started after the General Session where Dr. John Thorne with Crowell & 
Moring gave an update on the NPDES Pesticide General Permit.  Dr. Thorne made one very impor-
tant comment on how the NAAA has been far out front of all the other agricultural organizations on 
the NPDES permit issue, and that the Association is to be commended on its hard work for soften-
ing the blow of these permits.  This was a natural lead in to my first committee of Governmental Re-
lations, where it was discussed about the great amount of information that the NAAA has prepared 
and presents on its website.  There are many issues that are always being dealt with on the govern-
mental relations front such as User Fee exemptions, METs Advisory Circular, and Airborne Wind 
Energy Systems. 

 The second committee that I serve on is Constitution & Bylaws, which is always checking to 
make sure that the association’s Constitution is current and serving the membership accurately. 

The third committee that I serve on, and have the pleasure of serving as chair, is Member-
ship Committee.  The committee reviewed the BASF scholarship process, and will review the appli-
cations at the Fall NAAA Board meeting.  At the request of the Long Range Planning Committee, 
the Membership committee talked about and approved a membership dues increase for all catego-
ries, which comes in response to a change in the composition on the industry, mainly consolidation 
that has reduced the number of operators in the industry.  The increase on dues will take place on 
July 1, 2012, so don’t wait until later in the year to renew your NAAA membership! 

The last committee that I serve on is the Budget & Finance committee, which met and re-
viewed the new budget prepared for the coming fiscal year.  The committee also reviewed the pur-
chase of the new NAAA office building in Alexandria, Virginia, and how this new office space will 
help provide for further growth as necessary in the future. 

It is not too early to start thinking about the NAAA Convention, which will be held December 
3rd – 6th in Savanna Georgia; it is sure once again to be a popular destination. 

As Membership Committee Chairman I would like to once again thank all of you that are cur-
rently members of the NAAA and AMAA, and ask those who are not members to Please Join!!!  
In this very inhospitable political environment it is only people involved in our industry and 
Association that are fighting to keep us up and flying.  The time for sitting on the sidelines, 
waiting to help is over.  We need all the help that we can muster.  YOUR MEMBERSHIP IS 
YOUR VOICE!!! 
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AEROTRONICS 
Steven Vold 
1651 Aviation Place 
Billings MT 59105 
406-259-5006 
 
AG-WEST DISTRIBUTING 
Marlin Graff 
4212 N Star Boulevard #4 
Great Falls MT 59405 
406-453-0010 
 
AGRISMART INFORMATION  
SYSTEMS 
Kevin Britten 
1000 N Broad St. 
Red Oak IA 51566 
712-623-4446 
 
BASF 
Chris Berg 
PO Box 756 
Conrad MT 59425 
406-278-0156 
 
BAYER CROP SCIENCE 
Jim Elliot 
624 17th Street 
Havre MT 59501 
406-750-4057 
 
CASCADE AIRCRAFT  
CONVERSIONS 
Scott Kinzer 
903 Grinnell Rd. 
Garfield WA 99130 
509-635-1212 
 
CITY SERVICE CENTER 
Breezy Burlison 
Box 305 
Fromberg, MT 59029 
406-250-9225 
 
 
 
 

CROSS PETROLEUM SERVICE 
Greg Cross and Larry Taylor 
PO Box 1078 
Billings MT 59103 
800-580-3298 
 
DOW AGROSCIENCES 
Lee Ohlinger/Steve Saunders/Coty Back 
562 Old Ulm Cascade Road 
Cascade MT 59421 
406-866-3200 
 
DUPONT CROP PROTECTION 
Rob Brattain/John Raisler 
1004 Carlos Drive 
Great Falls MT 59404 
406-727-5495 
 
 
HELENA CHEMICAL COMPANY 
Brooks Hammel/Paul Olson/Willie Krueger 
10 5th Avenue South 
Laurel MT 59044 
406-628-8768  
 
J & C ENTERPRISES 
Jerry Buster 
Airport Rd. #14 
Thomas, OK 73669 
 
JERRY MEYERS AVIATION 
Jerry Meyers 
4713 Meadow Lane 
Bozeman MT 59715 
406-585-7222 
 
M.A.C. AIRCRAFT PROPELLERS 
Tim McGinnis 
4212 Hwy. 312 
Billings MT 59105 
406-373-6554 
 
 
 
 
 

MONSANTO 
Kerry Yates 
44 Pheasant Lane 
Great Falls MT 59404 
406-727-5641 
 
MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF  
AGRICULTURE 
Janet Kirkland 
PO Box 200201 
Helena MT 59620 
406-444-3732 
 
MOUNTAIN AIR INSURANCE  
SERVICES 
Ken Brion/James Brion 
PO Box 1918 
Hamilton MT 59840 
406-363-1411 
 
NATIONAIR AVIATION INSURANCE 
John Worthing 
1525 Kautz Road, Suite 100 
West Chicago, IL 60185 
800-456-0248 
 
NORTHWEST PROPELLER  
Dick Jacob 
16607 103rd Avenue Ct E 
Puyallup WA 98374 
253-770-7400 
 
OMAHA AIRPLANE SUPPLY 
Rich Broberg 
1101 Avenue H, Suite G 
Carter Lake, IA 51510-1565 
800-228-9400 
 
QUEEN BEE AIR SPECIALTIES, INC 
Steve Willey 
136 N Yellowstone 
Rigby ID 83442 
208-745-7330 

THANKS TO OUR 2012 CONVENTION VENDORS AND SPONSORS 
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REGAL AVIATION INSURANCE 
Rusty Wissmiller 
5625 NE Elam Young Parkway, Suite 100 
Hillsboro, OR 97124 
800-275-7345 
 
SKY TRACTOR SUPPLY 
Mike Deck/Peg Klemetson 
16285 5th St. NE 
Hillsboro ND 58045 
701-436-5880 
 
SYNGENTA 
Johnnie Scott 
4123 Central Avenue #1 
Great Falls MT 59405 
406-453-5004 
 
TULSA AIRCRAFT          
ENGINES 
Sam Thompson 
9311 E 44 Street N 
Tulsa OK 74115 
918-838-8532 
 
WILBUR-ELLIS COMPANY 
Rob Warehime/Burl Brawley 
PO Box 1627 
Great Falls MT 59403 
406-727-4500 
 
 

THANKS TO OUR 2012 CONVENTION VENDORS AND SPONSORS 

If you would like to place a paid advertise-

ment in the next AMAA newsletter, please 

contact Colleen Campbell                            

or email your ad to                                        

eccampbell@yahoo.com.   

A HUGE THANK 
YOU FOR ALL 

YOUR SUPPORT! 



Page 9 

                                              AMAA 
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DUTTON MT 59433 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


